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Two heroic leaders – Two neighbors – An unlikely affiliation 

An abolitionist and a statesman  
An underground railroad conductor and an 1820 Union College graduate  

 

Harriet Tubman clutching a shepherd's staff 
William Seward holding a walking stick 

 

Friendship and activism that changed history! 



 

 

Statue Dedication Program 
11:00 am ● McChesney Room 

 

Documentary Video 
 

Opening 

Members of the Union College Heavenly Voices Gospel Choir, Lyndon Walters, Director 

Tim Olsen, Piano 
Campground and Lift Every Voice and Sing                  

 

Jack Aernecke – Master of Ceremonies  
 

Welcome 

 Philip Fields, Vice Chair, Schenectady County Legislature 

Carmel Patrick, President, Schenectady County Library Board of Trustees 
 

Introductions and Acknowledgements 
 

The Statue 

William Seward – Dr. Jeff Ludwig, Education Director, Seward House Museum, Auburn 
William Seward and Union College - Gustave Davis, MD, Union College ‘59 

 

Harriet Tubman - Pamela Sharpe, Director of Western New York Zion Choral, and The  
Reverend Paul G. Carter, Harriet Tubman Residence, Home for the Elderly and Visitor 
Center, and Thompson Memorial African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, Auburn  

Harriet Tubman and Duryee Memorial A.M.E. Zion Church – Laura A. Lee, First Reformed 
Church of Schenectady and The Rev. Ruby J. Smith, A.M.E. Zion Church of Schenectady  

 

The Underground Railroad – Mary Liz Stewart, Co-founder & Executive Director, and Paul 
Stewart, Co-founder, Underground Railroad History Project of the Capital Region, Inc. 

 

The Vision – Frank Wicks, Twitty Styles, Carl George 
Creation – Dexter Benedict, Sculptor/Castor 

 

Anchored to a roughhewn pedestal of Mohawk Valley Ordovician dolostone 
 

Recognition – Gary R. McCarthy, Mayor, City of Schenectady 
 

Musical Selections 

Tim Olsen, Piano  



 

Unveiling Ceremony 
Noon ● Library North Plaza 

 

Jack Aernecke – Master of Ceremonies  
 

Welcome 

 Philip Fields, Vice Chair, Schenectady County Legislature 

Carmel Patrick, President, Schenectady County Library Board of Trustees 
 

Introductions and Acknowledgements 

Brandon Hicks, Director of African American Affairs, Executive Chamber, on behalf of 
the Governor of New York State, Andrew M. Cuomo 

 

Angelo Santabarbara, New York State Assemblyman 

Members, Schenectady County Legislature and Members, Schenectady City Council  
 

Other Dignitaries 
 

The Unveiling 

Gary R. McCarthy, Mayor, City of Schenectady 
 

Frank Wicks, Carl George, Twitty Styles, Brian Merriam, Marsha Mortimore,  

Dexter Benedict, Carmel Patrick, Paul Stewart 
 

Benediction 

The Reverend Ruby J. Smith 

 
 

Documentary by SACC TV  

McChesney Room 

 

 

  Leadership, Freedom, Diversity, Friendship – 
What Harriet Tubman and William Seward offer to us 
today as we all work together for a better tomorrow 
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 “by the people for the people” 
Harriet Tubman and William Steward Statue Donors 

 

Virginia and Frank Wicks * 

Carl George * 

Anita Paul and David Gerhan 

Jim and Jean Underwood 

Linda Patrik and David Kaczynski 

Twitty Styles and Constance Glasgow, M.D. * 

Cara Molyneaux  

Arnold Seiken 

Roger Hull * 

Brian and Judith Merriam 

Robert Ringlee * 

Miriam Butzel – Henry M. Butzel Family 

Foundation, Inc. * 

Norman Maender 

David and Jean Cossey 

Carmela St George 

Barbara Armstrong and Robert Coppola 

Rhonda Becker 

Anastasia Pease 

Eshragh Motahar 

Paul and Christina Friedman 

Katherine Lynes 

Roger and Seneca Hoerl 

Karen and Rodney Crosby 

David and Ann Songayllo Hannay * 

Cherrice Traver 

Jonathan and Rachel Marr 

Marsha and Leonard Mortimore 

James and Jean McLaughlin 

Andrea Worthington and Robert Olberg 

Kesheng Yu 

Paul Wehrum 

Hon. Barry Kramer 

Rebecca Koopman 

Assemblyman Angelo Santabarbara 

Ted Vinick 

Becky Cortez 

Martha Huggins and Malcolm Willison 

Faith and Dexter Benedict 

Mary and Phillip Lyford 

Clifford Brown 

Caroline Bardwell 

Margaret Craven Snowden, M.D. 

Nancy Papish 

Julie Pieper-Hemmings 

Senator James Tedisco 

Charles and Linda Becker 

Charles and Marianne Szuberia  

Patricia and Keith Barney 

Wayne and Amy Brule 

Jim and Ceil Mack 

Martin and Sharon Strosberg 

Mary O’Keeffe 

Peter and Judy Nocera 

Margo and James Strosberg, M.D. 

Mary and Thomas Werner 

Michele and Randall Collins 

Donald O. Reid 

Darren and Lisa Tracy, West Branch 

Engineering and Consulting 



Philip and Jo Ann Adams 

Kenneth Baker 

Marcia M. Steiner 

Nicholas C. Barber 

Carmel Patrick 

Alden and Gay Doolittle 

Betty Pieper 

Robert McEvoy 

Joe Spedafora 

Linda Patrik and David Kaczynski 

Matthew George  

Brian Reh * 

Anita Paul 

Susan and Gustave Davis, M.D. 

Lek and James Meyer 

Laura A. Lee 

First Reformed Church of Schenectady 

Wicks Family * 

Jim and Carol McCord 

Capital District Civil War Round Table 

Jonathan R. Miller in memory of  

Aaron Rees, Union College ’95 

Kathleen Pierone 

Ann M. Cole 

Schenectady Business & Professional Women 

Schenectady County Historical Society 

Hugh and Vaughn Nevin 

John Polimeni 

John and Lucy Halstead 

Kim and Gary Mabee 

Naomi Bristol 

Lois and Richardson Atkinson 

Brendan Degan Weingarten Savage 

Miriam Butzel – Henry M. Butzel Family 

Foundation, Inc.* 

Anonymous 

Honorable Richard and Bernice Russo 

Touhey Family Foundation * 

John and Margaret Watraus 

Susan Savage 

Daniel and Shari Grygas 

David Gerhan and Anita Paul 

Deborah Lafond 

Betty Carol Barlyn 

Willie Terry 

Mario Salerno 

Philip Hilbert 

Lewis Greenstein and Irene Kassel 

Kim Scheuerman 

Ione and Arnold Seiken 

Karen and David Bradley 

David Kaczynski and Linda Patrik 

Brockbank Family 

Estate of Marjorie W. Kenney * 

William Keat 

Eric Bersch 

Cherian and Liz Paul 

Rene and William Curtin 

Stephen Rockwell 

Jean Libby 

The Reverend Ruby J. Smith 
 

   * Donations of $1000 or more 

 
The Statue Team 
Frank Wicks  Anita Paul 

Twitty Styles  Miriam Butzel 

Carl George  Naomi Bristol 

Marsha Mortimore Laura Lee 

Brian Merriam Karen Bradley 

Linda Wicks 


